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HANOVER TOWNSHIP, LEHIGH COUNTY

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

May 4, 2016
7:30 P.M.

Present:
Councilmen Heimbecker, Lawlor, Paulus, Wegfahrt, Woolley; J. Jackson Eaton, III, Esquire; Al Kortze, P.E.; Sandra A. Pudliner; Vicky Roth
Absent:
0
Attendance:
4
Courtesy of the Floor:   None.  
Opening of Bids:

1.
Bid No. 2016-04, Chestnut Grove/Days Inn Sanitary Sewer Replacement

Chairman Paulus proceeded with the opening of the three bids received with respect to this matter, all of which bids had a 10% Bid Bond.  The bid results are as follows:

SJM Construction Co., Inc.

Bid Amount - $172,107.00

Joao & Bradley Construction Co.

Bid Amount - $286,930.00

RGC Development LP


Bid Amount - $257,572.00


Chairman Paulus noted that the low bid amount was received from SJM Construction Company, Inc. of Spring House, PA in the amount of $172,107.00.  In that regard, the following Motion was made:


Motion:
I move that Council award Bid No. 2016-04, Chestnut Grove/Days Inn 


Sanitary Sewer Replacement project to SJM Construction Co., Inc. in the 


amount of $172,107.00 subject to the review and approval of the 



Township Engineer.    


Paulus, Wegfahrt:  Moved and Seconded


Heimbecker, Lawlor, Wegfahrt, Woolley, Paulus:

Aye

Unan.

Approval of Minutes: April 20, 2016 Regular Council Meeting


Motion:
I move we waive the reading of the Minutes of the April 20, 2016 



Regular Council Meeting and accept same as presented.  


Paulus, Heimbecker:  Moved and Seconded


Heimbecker, Lawlor, Wegfahrt, Woolley, Paulus:

Aye

Unan.

Reports:

1.
Sandra A. Pudliner


Township Manager

1. The Township Manager advised the Board that she has provided them with copies of various correspondences which has been received from entities to which the Township provides financial support to include the Township’s support of the Camp Cadet Program (the State Police Program), homeless shelters, Meals on Wheels, etc.  

Vice Chairman Heimbecker questioned the Township Manager with respect to the correspondence the Board had received from the Lehigh Valley Military Affairs Council regarding their event which would be held on May 13, 2016.  The Township Manager noted that the Township has not in the past attended this event but that she would speak with the Township’s Fire Chief with respect to the parade which will be held in Bethlehem on Monday, May 30, 2016 from 9:00 until 11:00 a.m.  

At this point in the meeting, Vice Chairman Heimbecker also opened up a discussion with respect to the line item under New Business, namely, an ordinance which would prohibit the parking of recreational vehicles on certain public streets.  There was a discussion with respect to complaints from the Chestnut Grove Towne Garden Development with respect to an individual parking a motor home and attached trailer on Ronca Blvd. causing a visibility issue and at one point causing a problem with people entering and exiting the parking lot which services the townhouses in that area.  The individual did move the van away from the parking lot but closer to the intersection of Ronca Blvd. and Grove Road.  Ricki Bonn, President of the Chestnut Grove Homeowner’s Association, who was present at the meeting, noted that there is a problem with visibility with this vehicle at the location it currently exists.  Vice Chairman Heimbecker noted for the record that he would have an issue with not permitting recreational vehicles at all on the Township’s public streets.  There are many people in the Township who have these types of vehicles and they are on occasion on the street when they are loading or unloading same.  Ms. Bonn noted that the vehicle in question in Chestnut Grove has been parked at that location about a month.  There was discussion initiated by the Township Attorney about putting a limitation relative to the time such a vehicle can be parked on a public street.  The time could range anywhere from 48 hours to seven days and that he could redraft the ordinance in some fashion for Council’s consideration in an upcoming meeting.  
2.
Al Kortze, P.E.

Township Engineer

1.
With respect to the Sherwood Park Tennis Courts replacement project, the 
Township Engineer indicated that the contractor has milled the pavement off, 
stone has been put in place, but because of the inclement weather they will put off 
until next week the actual paving.  

2.
With respect to the Willowbrook Sanitary Sewer Interceptor Project, the 
Township Engineer noted that the project is complete and that the contractor has 
made a request for partial payment.  They have done the seeding and the topsoil 
that was necessary is in place.  


3.
The Township Engineer noted that they are starting to get some submittals with 
respect to the Postal Rd. Culvert Project.  The project will be starting in June 
because the culvert needs to be constructed first.  There will be a preconstruction 
meeting and at that time we will go over the road closure and detours.  

 3.
J. Jackson Eaton, III, Esquire


Township Attorney


1.
With respect to the matter involving the Parnis property on Race Street, the 
Township Attorney indicated that Mr. Parnis has appealed the Decision from the 
Magistrate.  An answer has been filed to our complaint in which certain 
allegations have been made.  The Township Attorney indicated that he thought a 
brief Executive Session at the end of the meeting would be appropriate to review 
the matter.     

2.
With respect to the NFPA review which he had conducted, the Township 
Attorney noted that in the Philadelphia area there are requirements that if a 
private, certified inspector of alarm systems finds violations that have not been 
corrected that contractor is required to report same to the municipal authority 
under which jurisdiction the violator falls.  As the Board may recall, the 
Township was not aware of anything like that and accordingly the Township 
reviewed ordinances even though NFPA 72 has not been adopted.  The Township 
did adopt portions of the Fire Code and by doing so the NFPA 72 requirements 
were pulled in.  However, the Township Attorney felt there is nothing in there 
which has the type of requirements with respect to reporting violations to the 
municipal authority.  The Township Attorney advised that he had met with the 
Township’s Fire Chief, Fire Marshall and Building Inspector.  The Building 
Inspector and Fire Marshall were unaware of any such requirements for reporting 
violations to the applicable municipal government.  It does not appear that the 
basic codes require that.  Vice Chairman Heimbecker disagreed with the 
Township Attorney’s assertions.  He advised the Township Attorney that he 
would be happy to give him chapter and verse regarding the information which he 
has indicating the reporting requirements are necessary.  The Township Attorney 
noted that the Building Inspector, in his inspections, does assess fines against 
violations of the Building Code.  In any event, the Township Attorney indicated 
he would look at the information provided to him by Vice Chairman Heimbecker 
and then the Township can proceed from there.    

3.
At the last meeting, in my absence, Attorney Kimberly Spotts-Kimmel indicated 
that an issue had arisen regarding ADA requirements as same relates to a chain 
across the gate to prevent bicycles from entering the new tennis court installation 
at Sherwood Park.  Such a chain, the Township Attorney noted, would be in 
violation of ADA.  It was the Township Attorney’s opinion that the Township 
cannot put up a barrier to restrict entry into the tennis courts.  Chairman Paulus 
reiterated his position that he has been to numerous tennis courts that have such 
an installation.  The Township Attorney indicated that his research has shown that 
such an installation is a violation of ADA.    


4.
The Township Attorney advised that the Rockefeller matter continues to move 
forward.  In that regard, there was a discussion regarding the item under New 
Business, namely, Resolution No. 2016-28 at this time.  Vice Chairman 
Heimbecker questioned the Transfer Agreement referenced in said Resolution.  
The Township Attorney explained that the Transfer Agreement is a means to 
confirm the transfer of jurisdiction over Willowbrook Road and future 
maintenance responsibilities to PennDOT.  The road system would be built in 
accordance with the Township’s plans and specifications and PennDOT agrees to 
adopt Willowbrook Road as a state highway effective upon completion of the 
improvements.  Hanover Township shall quit claim to PennDOT its interest in 
Willowbrook Road upon completion of the improvements and the Department 
shall accept legal title to Willowbrook Road.  Vice Chairman Heimbecker 
questioned whether the legislation for PennDOT to accept Willowbrook Road has 
been adopted.  Attorney Eaton indicated that it has and Vice Chairman 
Heimbecker noted that he would like to see it.  The Township Attorney indicated 
he would provide that information to the Board.  However, the Bill was adopted.  
Bill No. 2016-11 is the Act that has been signed.  The legislation states it will be 
adopted upon completion of the reconstruction of the road system.  



At this point in the meeting, Chairman Paulus brought to the Township Attorney’s 
attention an issue involving Councilman Wegfahrt.  He noted that Councilman 
Wegfahrt’s house is the first in line with the Carmike Cinemas’ property and that 
Mr. Wegfahrt has questioned him regarding whether or not he could be made a 
temporary Code Enforcement Officer for the purpose of issuing tickets to the 
tractor trailers parked in the rear of the Carmike facility.  The Township Attorney 
noted that he would have to review the provisions in the Charter as same apply to 
a Councilman holding an employment position with the Township.     

Unfinished Business:   None.
New Business:  

1.
Resolution No. 2016-28, A Resolution Authorizing the Township Manager to 
Execute the Transfer Agreement for Willowbrook Road to the Department of 
Transportation (Vote)


There was discussion regarding the wording and it was determined that the last 
paragraph would be changed to . . . as presented to Council, subject to the 
approval of exhibits by the Township Engineer and Township Solicitor . . .



The new language is underlined above.  


In resolution of this matter, the Board made the following Motion:



Motion:  I move that Resolution No. 2016-28, A Resolution Authorizing the 


   Township Manager to Execute the Transfer Agreement for Willowbrook 

   Road to the Department of Transportation, be adopted as amended.



Heimbecker, Wegfahrt:
Moved and Seconded



Heimbecker, Lawlor, Wegfahrt, Woolley, Paulus:

Aye

Unan.


2.
Bill No. 2016-03, An Ordinance Prohibiting the Parking of Recreational Vehicles 
on Certain Public Streets (Introduce)


Chairman Paulus noted that as previously discussed in the meeting, Bill No. 



2016-03 would be tabled at time.  

Courtesy of the Floor:   None.
Adjournment:  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 P.M.  







Respectfully submitted,







Sandra A. Pudliner

   





Township Manager
