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HANOVER TOWNSHIP, LEHIGH COUNTY

SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING

August 12, 2014
5:00 P.M.

Present:
Councilmen Heimbecker, Martucci, Paulus, Wegfahrt, Woolley; J. Jackson Eaton, III, Esquire, Frederick W. Hay, P.E., Sandra A. Pudliner; Vicky Roth
Absent:
0
Attendance:
5
Courtesy of the Floor:  None.

At this point in the meeting, Chairman Paulus indicated to all in attendance that the Board would proceed with Item No. 2 under New Business at this time.  

New Business:

1.
The Proposed Rockefeller/Federal Express Development in Allen Township (Review and Discussion)

Chairman Paulus opened the discussions by indicating that a meeting had been held today at PennDOT’s Allentown Office at 1:30 P.M.  In attendance at the meeting were several PennDOT representatives, Clark Machemer of the Rockefeller Group, Ron Gawlick and Brian Harman from the Pidcock Company, Attorney Joseph Fitzpatrick on behalf of the Rockefeller Group, Becky Bradley of the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission, as well as myself, Vice Chairman Heimbecker, Councilman Wegfahrt, the Township Attorney and Engineer, Keith Lawler of Keystone Consulting Engineers, Amy Kaminski of Gilmore and Associates, and the Township Manager.  The Township Attorney noted at the meeting PennDOT outlined the procedures they went through as far as their traffic review for the Rockefeller Development.  There was also a review of the primary traffic issues that Hanover Township had.  The Township stated its position regarding the lack of information on the ability of Route 22 to handle the new traffic, as well as the ability of Airport Road North to adequately address the traffic.  The Township stated its position that we felt we needed more information especially in light of the traffic being proposed for this new development.  The Township advised all in attendance that Hanover Township feels the areas of the Township’s concerns should be studied and reviewed.  We were advised that the widening of Route 22 will not be happening for about six years.  Vice Chairman Heimbecker indicated that he had asked how they define scope of a project.  PennDOT confirmed that the last study of 22 was around 2001/2002 and also that the level of service is D.  PennDOT indicated that the only ramp improvement would be 22 westbound onto Route 22.  PennDOT indicated that the actual completion of the road widening would not be until 2020.  Attorney Eaton noted that they have a four year plan for the moving of utilities, etc.  Councilman Wegfahrt indicated that PennDOT had stated that over the next four years it is their intent to secure right-of-way, do the design, utility location, etc. from Airport Road to 15th Street.  Vice Chairman Heimbecker confirmed that they had indicated that they would let contracts and start the work next spring.  Attorney Eaton noted that PennDOT spoke repeatedly about their responsibilities and that they felt the traffic generated from this development would not create an unsafe condition.  They commented that congestion is a given.  Improvements come in time and in steps.  They noted that they are finally getting the Route 22 improvements now.  They did not answer any questions as to what would be the effect of development on the traffic in the area of Airport Road, Route 22 interchange as projected in the ramp up of the FedEx project.  PennDOT indicated that the information they had been given is sufficient to make their judgments.  They noted that they felt the studies are adequate and that no further studies are necessary or required.  

Councilman Wegfahrt indicated that he had asked about the existing traffic issue and our concern about putting more traffic into the mix, but they never answered us.  They did note that the traffic patterns change from time to time.  Mr. Thomas Walter of PennDOT commented that the trip numbers are not more than they planned.  Attorney Eaton indicated that PennDOT has suggested that things planned for the future will reduce the traffic situation.  Work is being done on two bridges and the American Parkway bridge will also be completed.  They claim that all these projects will take traffic from Route 22.  


There was a discussion wherein the Township Attorney reminded the Board that they made a motion at the prior meeting as to what would occur at the Allen Township Board of Supervisors meeting to be held on August 14.  The Township Manager reiterated to the Board the contents of that motion as follows:


Motion:  I move that Hanover Township, Lehigh County, would request that the Allen Township Supervisors defer final plan approval for the plans before them regarding the Rockefeller/FedEx Subdivision and Land Development until the traffic study as proposed by Gilmore and Associates is completed.  

The Township Manager noted that the motion was made by Chairman Paulus, Seconded by Councilman Wegfahrt and the vote was unanimous.  Council agreed that this is their position in this matter.


Vice Chairman Heimbecker indicated to Ms. Kaminski that he apologizes to her for the attack she was subject to by Ms. Bradley of the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission at the meeting, but questioned how many of Ms. Kaminski’s items of concern in the July 13 letter have been addressed.  The Township Attorney indicated that they did address the items in that letter.  


There was a discussion about what would happen if the trips generated are higher than predicted.  What would be the repercussion.  Councilman Wegfahrt questioned what happens if after Phase 4 there is more traffic than should be allowed.  It appears there is nothing in place.  


The Township Attorney noted it was his understanding that the initial construction would be 80% of their facility and that would be the largest addition in the first phase.  Today, however, Attorney Eaton indicated that they stated that the bulk of the volume would be in the final phase.  Attorney Eaton stated that it is his understanding that the development would produce 900 trips per day.  There was a discussion as to asking Allen Township to request the phase numbers from the developer.  There was a discussion of the capping of the number of vehicles permitted in the different phases.  There was a discussion of the whole issue of the traffic not going into Allen Township.  There was a discussion regarding the American Parkway completion and a perceived reduction of traffic on Route 22 as a result thereof.  Amy Kaminski indicated she is not sure she agreed with that.  She felt that our questions have not been answered by PennDOT and that PennDOT will not do anything further on this matter.  If the Township wants to move forward and do any studies, they may look at it.  Ms. Kaminski noted it is her understanding that the scope did not include the ramps.  Vice Chairman Heimbecker noted that PennDOT had indicated to the developer that they had to come back and look at the ramp situation which had been done.  Councilman Wegfahrt noted that we had gone there looking for answers but didn’t receive any.  Mr. Wegfahrt felt that he got the impression from PennDOT that they didn’t know why we were there.  Councilman Wegfahrt also expressed to Ms. Kaminski his apologies regarding the attack on her by Becky  Bradley of the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission.  


The Township Attorney indicated to the Board that it is his understanding from these discussions that the previous motion as noted herein represents their position and that he would present that position to the Allen Township Board of Supervisors at their meeting on August 14, 2014.  He would also ask for a clarification regarding the capping of the number of trips for this development and future developments in Allen Township.  


At this point in the meeting, Council proceeded to address the first item under New Business.  

New Business:

1.
Public Hearing – Five Year Capital Program 2015-2019 (Review and Discussion)


Chairman Paulus opened the Public Hearing relative to the proposed Five Year Capital Program.  The Township Manager began a review of the various programs contained therein.  With respect to the Program for Sinkholes/Miscellaneous Storm water Projects, the Board reviewed the Proposed Allocations and had no issue with same.  With respect to the Programs for Traffic Congestion Improvements, it was determined that the appropriation for the year 2015 would change from $25,000 to $50,000 for that particular year.  With respect to the program for Future Road Construction Projects, no changes were made to same.  The Program for Catastrophe Fund remained as stated.  The Program for Township Parks was not revised.  The Program for Pump Station Upgrades and Sewer Station Upgrades remained the same.  The Program for the Allentown Water System Improvements remained the same as proposed.  The Program for Municipal Building Renovation/Construction was discussed in terms of their being a balance left in that Program.  The Township Manager would utilize those revenues and then the Program will eventually be closed out.  The Program for Fire Apparatus Replacement remained the same.  The Township’s Fire Chief was in attendance at the meeting and did comment that these appropriations were fine at this time, but he may require an increase in appropriations if the need to replace the fire equipment becomes necessary.  The Township Manager noted that a new Program has been created titled Public Works Vehicle Replacement Program.  Funding for this Program is showing a $100,000 appropriation each year for the five year period. 


Council completed their review of the Five Year Capital Program.  The Township Manager indicated a Resolution for its adoption would be prepared and could be adopted at their Wednesday, August 20, 2014 Council Meeting at 7:30 P.M.
Courtesy of the Floor:  None.

Adjournment:  

The meeting was adjourned at 6:25 P.M.






Respectfully submitted,







Sandra A. Pudliner






Township Manager

