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HANOVER TOWNSHIP, LEHIGH COUNTY

SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING

Friday, June 18, 2014
7:00 P.M.

Present:
Councilmen Heimbecker, Martucci, Paulus, Wegfahrt, Woolley; J. Jackson Eaton, III, Esquire, Frederick W. Hay, P.E., Sandra A. Pudliner; Vicky Roth
Absent:
0
Attendance:
5
New Business:

1.
Bill No. 2014-07, An Ordinance Amending the Zoning Map of Hanover Township Changing the Classification of Certain Land East of the Lehigh River and West of the Railroad Tracks of Pennsylvania Lines, LLC from Limited Use (LU) to Planned Industrial Office (PIO) (Public Hearing)

Chairman Paulus opened the Public Hearing relative to Bill No. 2014-07 at this time.  Attorney Charles Bruno appeared before the Board on behalf of his client, J.O. Krapf and Sons, Inc.  He reviewed the history of this matter with the Board at this time.  Attorney Bruno noted that they had submitted a Petition for a Zoning Amendment with the Township for the property of J.O. Krapf and Sons, Inc. which is a 25 acre tract between North Dauphin Drive on the east and the Lehigh River on the west.  Attorney Bruno noted that also in attendance at the meeting were Mr. Randy Krapf, the owner and Robert Cox of Barry Isett and Associates, engineering firm.  He provided the Board with a packet of exhibits to include their request for the Zoning Amendment under date of April 10, 2014, correspondence dated May 14, 2014 indicating that the Hanover Township Council had authorized preparation of the Ordinance for the Zoning Amendment which was forwarded at that time to the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission, the May 20, 2014 recommendation of the Hanover Township Planning Commission unanimously voting for the rezoning request, as well as correspondence from the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission advising that upon review they had determined that they would offer no comments regarding the zoning change.  Attorney Bruno noted that the Public Hearing was scheduled for this evening and that the property was appropriately posted and adjoining property owners were notified of the proposed Zoning Amendment.  

Attorney Bruno noted that the slag operation on his client’s property has been in effect for 70 years beginning in the early 1900s.  There had been a previous special exception approval in 1964 and DER approval for the slag operation in 1974-1975.  Essentially, Attorney Bruno noted it is his client’s request that the property be rezoned from Limited Use to Planned Industrial  Office which would make the property consistent with the character of the neighboring properties and the current use of the property.  The rezoning, however, will allow for the reasonable expansion of the use in the future and allow the marketing of the property as a commercial/industrial property.  Attorney Bruno noted that there are no current plans for other use of the property, but the owner thought it was time to take care of this so that the property can be marketed for what it is in the future.  He noted that they felt the current zoning was an inappropriate classification due to the property’s location to the railroad and the river.  


There was some discussion regarding this matter.  Councilman Martucci questioned how long the property will be utilized for mining purposes.  Mr. Randy Krapf, present at the meeting, advised that operation will probably continue for five to ten years.  Councilman Wegfahrt commented that he recollected the last time this matter was before the Board, it was noted that when the mining operation ceases, the property owner will want to be able to use the property for other purposes.  The Township Attorney commented that his interest in this matter was only in an administrative capacity since his firm represents one of the tenants on the property.  

In resolution of this matter, the Board made the following Motion:


Motion:
I move that Bill No. 2014-07, An Ordinance Amending the Zoning 

Map of Hanover Township Changing the Classification of Certain 


Land East of the Lehigh River and West of the Railroad Tracks of 


Pennsylvania Lines, LLC from Limited Use (LU) to Planned 


Industrial Office (PIO), be adopted as Township Ordinance No. 


560.  


Heimbecker, Martucci:  Moved and Seconded


Heimbecker, Martucci, Wegfahrt, Woolley, Paulus:

Aye
Unan.

Adjournment:

The meeting was adjourned at 7:10 P.M.







Respectfully submitted,







Sandra A. Pudliner






Township Manager

