
  HANOVER TOWNSHIP, LEHIGH COUNTY 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

 

May 15, 2019  

7:30 P.M. 

   

Present: Councilmen Heimbecker, Lawlor, Tocci, Paulus, Woolley; Jason A. 

Ulrich, Esquire; Al Kortze, P.E.; Christopher Garges; Vicky Roth 

 

Absent:            J. Jackson Eaton, III, Esquire 

 

Attendance:      2 

 

Chairman Paulus mentioned that the Township had two losses since the last meeting.   

The sister of Code Enforcement Officer John Lemos, Lorraine Carrola, and Bob  

Whitehead, the husband of Maureen Whitehead who is a Recreation Committee Member.   

To show Hanover respect, Mr. Paulus asked everyone to bow their heads for a moment of  

silence.   

 

Courtesy of the Floor:   Len Policelli, URDC Presentation 

 

Chris Garges, Township Manager gave an overview of his proposal to initiate a  

comprehensive plan/study for the Township parks.  The goal is to run parallel with the  

multi-municipal Comprehensive Plan moving forward.  Mr. Paulus asked Mr. Garges if  

after his review he felt confident that the Township would acquire grants based on this  

study.  Mr. Policelli replied that there is always an angle to acquire these grants.  They  

have been fairly successful, i.e. nine out of ten grants that they write get funded.  He said  

it’s really about looking at what DC&R is looking at that year and making sure the  

Township’s grant application hits those things.  Mr. Policelli gave an overview of how  

best to go about obtaining the grants and the benefits of said grants.  Mr. Garges said they  

received some early drawings for the D & L project taking place basically from Hanover  

up through Catasauqua and their rough construction timeline at this point is right around  

2022, which is similar to when Mr. Policelli said the Township would end up looking at  

starting any construction if the Township would obtain some grants.  Mr. Policelli said  

that potentially a first grant round could be working with trail connections with the D & L  

to make sure that when they are putting that in, everything the Township is doing would  

go along with that and supporting activities off of the trail.  Mr. Garges said it would be a  

good opportunity to connect some of the major working areas to that D & L once it opens  

for recreation during lunch and potential commuting, etc.  Councilman Heimbecker asked  

what the cost would be and Mr. Garges replied, $40,000, which was included in the  

Budget.  Mr. Garges said it is basically a Park Comprehensive Plan to take a look at what  

we have now as residents and what we have in adjoining parks, where the Township  

residents may go, where the Township’s needs are and any future buildouts.   He said the  

grant side is a bonus but feels, from a longer-term planning standpoint, the Township  

needs to look at its parks and future plans for the parks.  It’s a road map for what the  

Township may want to do in the future.  A discussion ensued.   
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Motion:  I move that the Township move forward with the Township Parks  

              Comprehensive Plan.   

 

Tocci, Woolley:  Moved and Seconded 

Tocci, Woolley:      Aye 

Heimbecker, Lawlor, Paulus:    Nay  2-3 (Motion fails) 

 

Approval of Minutes:  May 1, 2019 Regular Council Meeting 

 

Motion:   I move we waive the reading of the Minutes of the May 1, 2019        

     Regular Council Meeting and accept same as presented.   

 

Paulus, Woolley:  Moved and Seconded 

Heimbecker, Lawlor, Tocci, Woolley, Paulus:   Aye  Unan. 

 

Reports: 

 

1. Christopher J. Garges 

 Township Manager 

 

 A. The Troxell Geophysical Study has been completed and submitted to the 

Township.  The Township Engineer’s office has reviewed it and Al Kortze, Township 

Engineer, is prepared to discuss the Troxell/Sherwood area paving project in his 

Engineer’s Report.     

  

 B. Mr. Garges said he placed a stapled two sheet piece of paper titled, Supplemental 

Statement in Council’s packets.  He has a Zoning Hearing Board Application for 100 

Cascade Drive.  The Applicant is proposing to commence an adult day care for 

individuals over the age of 18 that have disabilities and would provide day services 

for those individuals.  The Zoning Ordinance does not specifically define an adult day 

care, but does define day care centers.  This left Mr. Garges as Township Zoning 

Officer to make an interpretation to the Ordinance.  The only other closely related use 

to this would be a trade school, which Mr. Garges did not feel, from a zoning 

perspective, that this Application was a trade school but more closely related to a 

child day care center.  The Applicant has submitted an application for the next Zoning 

Hearing Board meeting which would be Thursday, May 23.  The Applicant is seeking 

an interpretation from the Zoning Ordinance that their use is not a day care center but 

more of a use for a trade school, which is permitted.  In the alternate, if they do not 

get a favorable interpretation, they will ask for a zoning variance to allow that use 

within that zoning district.  It is located in the Planned Industrial Office (PIO) Zoning 

District.  The other tenants within that building are Fragrance Manufacturing Inc., 

Victaulic and Enhance.  All three are business office and light manufacturing.  Mr. 

Garges said when he stood back to consider this from a zoning standpoint and did 

some research, they removed the day care use from the PIO District after the CSI 

explosion, more for safety reasons, to keep a congregation of people away from the 

potential uses that are allowed in the PIO Zoning District.  This is why Mr. Garges 

made the determination that he did from a zoning standpoint and that is why they 

requested zoning relief.   
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 Also, on Thursday, May 23, 2019, is the Township’s next Municipal Comprehensive 

Plan Committee Meeting.  After the last meeting, Mr. Garges reached out to Allen 

and East Allen Townships to see if they were interested.  Some of the other parties 

were going to reach out to Coplay, Whitehall was in attendance, and Northampton 

Borough.  Mr. Garges said East Allen Township did get back to him to let him know 

that their Board showed interest.  They will have representation at the next meeting.  

Meeting is being held at North Catasauqua at 6:00 p.m.    

 

 C. Mr. Garges said he had spoken to Council Members individually.  Jeff Mouer, 

Public Works Supervisor, put together a list of equipment that the Township would be 

selling which equipment was replaced with new equipment.  Mr. Garges would like 

to offer $2,000 to purchase the 2004 Exmark zero turn mower which is being 

replaced under the Public Works equipment replacement schedule.  Last year the 

Township sold a 2002 Exmark zero turn mower for $2,200 on Munibid.   Mr. Garges 

ran this by the Township Attorney, Jackson Eaton, and he said it was okay for him to 

put in an offer to purchase equipment for his personal use.   

 

 Motion:  I move that Chris Garges, Township Manager, be allowed to buy the 2004  

          Exmark Zero Turn Mower for $2,000.  

 

 Heimbecker, Lawlor:  Moved and Seconded 

 Heimbecker, Lawlor, Tocci, Woolley, Paulus:   Aye  Unan. 

 

 Councilman Heimbecker wanted to discuss the explanation letter he received from 

Mr. Garges that was given to him by Garren Knoll, Fire Chief with instructions from 

Mr. Paulus to review the details of said letter and invoice in question that was 

presented to Council at the last Council Meeting.  After a discussion, Council 

unanimously decided that the invoice presented to them at the May 1, 2019 Council 

Meeting will not be paid by the Township.  Going forward, Han-Le-Co Fire 

Company will follow the same Policy for payment of invoices that the Township’s 

Administration follows and that was recently entered into record.     

 

2. Al Kortze, P.E. 

 Township Engineer 

 

 A. Mr. Kortze reported that at the next Council Meeting there will be a bid opening 

for the new Municipal Pole Building and also for the Sanitary Sewer work at 

Catasauqua Road and Pump Station, which will go through PENN bid.  Mr. Garges 

said the bids will be opened live at the meeting and Mr. Kortze will have someone 

from his office who will set them up.  Mr. Kortze said what might end up being better 

is if Freddie Lutz from PENN bid could be present at meeting also.  He knows it 

inside and out and it would be good for him to be present.  Mr. Kortze said he has a 

prebid meeting for both scheduled for Tuesday, May 28, 2019.   

 

B. Mr. Kortze provided Council and staff with a copy of their Annual Report of the 

consulting engineer of the operations of the sewage system within the Township.  It is 

more or less an overview of where the wastewater flows and a listing of gallonage.  It 

gives a background on how many gallons are allocated and how many are being used, 

how many lines that they have, etc.  It also notes some expenditures and budgetary 
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items and indicates improvements that had been done both via contract and the 

numerous improvements and work that was done by the Township’s Public Works 

Department.  Mr. Kortze said it was given to Council for introduction and for their 

review.  Mr. Garges said the Code states that this report should be done in May.  

Moving forward, he would like to see this done annually so they can get a good look 

at where the numbers stack up each year from a Budget standpoint.  Mr. Garges said 

on top of this and was also discussed at Budget time last year, they have been 

working through a study of the Catasauqua District as far as where the Township’s 

pump station stands, where the flows stand based off of what was actually purchased 

from the plant for capacity, what’s flowing through and what the Township sold from 

an EDU standpoint.  Mr. Garges said they are still working through it.  He thinks that 

a hard look at Station 3 will be done in the next few weeks.  One of the reasons they 

are focusing in on Station 3 is because it has seen the brunt of development in the last 

20 years.  The Township has been doing normal maintenance on it, but they want to 

see where it’s operating compared to its capacity and start to be able to plan for the 

future if we need upgrades.  Mr. Garges said there is a force main line that was 

installed when the station was installed and not being utilized.  These are the type of 

things that they are looking at now in a more microscopic level to see where the 

Township stands and plan moving forward on what needs to be done.  A discussion 

followed.  Councilman Heimbecker asked Mr. Kortze if he thought as a practical 

matter that the Township was built out.  Mr. Kortze replied probably not.  He said 

there may be some redevelopment taking place.  One would think that the area over at 

Marcon Blvd. would be built out, but you have B. Braun building a huge expansion 

and some of the other businesses have areas where there might be some expansion.  

Mr. Kortze said it’s close.  It’s not like some of surrounding municipalities that have 

a lot more development land.  Mr. Kortze reiterated that the Township has areas that 

expansions or redevelopment could increase sewage flows.  A discussion continued.   

 

C. Mr. Garges mentioned the Township received the geotechnical survey report from 

GTA Associates dated May 9, 2019 regarding the borings and analysis at Troxell 

Street.  Mr. Kortze said they did eight borings drilled at the low gravity anomalies 

that were identified by Dr. Lee of Quantum Geophysics who prepared the earlier 

report.  Mr. Kortze said what the survey report indicates is that the subsurface 

conditions consisted of glacial till and residual soils overlying limestone bedrock, 

which everyone knew was a limestone area.  They did note that rock was not 

encountered during their subsurface explorations while going down roughly to a 

depth of 30-31 feet.  But it should be noted that evidence of karst features were not 

encountered within the boring.  They didn’t find any open voids within those borings.  

Mr. Kortze said it doesn’t mean that they’re not there because they’ve seen the 

sinkholes.  Mr. Heimbecker said he did not understand anything that Mr. Kortze just 

told them except that there are no voids.  Mr. Heimbecker asked Mr. Kortze what it 

meant that they did not find rock going down to 30 feet.  Mr. Kortze explained what 

that meant.    He explained that limestone, when they say karst features, is jagged.  He 

said they could drill five feet away and maybe hit rock at a distance of five feet down, 

but GTA went based off of the low gravity areas that Dr. Lee indicated would be the 

likely spot of having voids, soft soil, or maybe hitting solution channels.  GTA went 

down and didn’t find anything in those eight test borings, which is not unheard of 

because the limestone geology is jagged and all over the place.  Mr. Heimbecker 

asked Mr. Kortze if he would be happier finding rock.  Mr. Kortze said it could 
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maybe provide some concrete evidence that they have solution channels, they have 

voids, there is rock there at certain depths.  But Mr. Kortze does not think it’s an end 

all analysis by them saying they didn’t find anything and that everything is perfect.  

Mr. Kortze said they know for a fact that it isn’t from just the experiences out there.  

When they drilled those eight borings, they didn’t find anything that would constitute 

karst features, karst meaning where the limestone is underground.  Mr. Heimbecker 

asked Mr. Kortze if GTA is recommending remediation at any of the spots that were 

bored.  Mr. Kortze replied that they did provide recommendations.  They indicated 

stabilization methods that can be done, which may include the use of geogrid or 

geotech-style granular fill, then increasing the base core thickness for chemical 

stabilization.  This means you would have to remove the entire road surface, paving 

subsurface, even some of the softer soils underneath and putting down some 

mechanical stabilization methods.  At this time, Mr. Kortze explained what geogrid is 

and the process of using same, which was one of the options Mr. Kortze had indicated 

last year when the Township was looking at the localized areas.  At the rest of the 

roads, do less more cost-effective process like a mill and overlay which was 

previously discussed.  Mr. Kortze doesn’t recommend that now because of the age of 

the road.  The other option was a cold and place recycling.  GTA noted in their report 

recommendations of reconstructing the road with a full depth reclamation.  Mr. 

Kortze explained what a full depth reclamation is and the cost in comparison to a mill 

and overlay.  If Council decides to just do the local area with FDR, a full 

reconstruction plus a mill and overlay on the rest of it, Mr. Kortze estimates the cost 

being around $500,000 to $600,000.  If the Township decides to do the full depth 

reclamation throughout the entire development which would involve reclaiming it, 

putting some type of stabilization and a pavement course over top of it, the cost 

would be upwards of $900,000 to $1,000,000, which doesn’t include storm drainage 

improvements or replacing the curbing through the entire neighborhood.  There 

would be some upgrades replacing some of the curbing that settled.  A discussion 

ensued.  Mr. Kortze will put together an analysis to present to Council at their June 5 

Council Meeting which will include a budget for renovation/repair of Troxell Street 

area with a mill and overlay and a budget for a full depth reclamation, including 

lineage numbers for replacement of curbing along with a project timeframe.             

 

3. Jason A. Ulrich, Esquire 

    For J. Jackson Eaton, III, Esquire 

    Township Attorney 

 

 A. With respect to the Willowbrook Rd. sewer line relocation, they have been in 

contact with Mr. and Mrs. Falconi with respect to the line.  They have a 66-foot strip 

of land that they will be relocating that sewer line to.  As of now, it appears that they 

have been in contact with the Falconi’s attorney.  At this point, the issue seems to be 

compensation in order for the Township to get the easement to move that line.  The 

existing sewer line of Willowbrook road is going to continue to operate until they get 

the new line taken care of.  If Council wants to talk about number particulars, Mr. 

Ulrich suggested they do that in Executive Session.  Mr. Ulrich said he wanted 

Council to know that they are moving forward with this and hopefully should have 

some hard numbers and answers for Council at their next meeting to give them an 

idea how they might want to move forward.   
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4. Maintenance Report (Written) 

 

 Jeff Mouer, Public Works Supervisor, said he wanted to use this time to comment on 

two matters.  He addressed the clay pipe and sewer that Mr. Heimbecker questioned 

earlier and if there is development.  Mr. Mouer wanted Council to know that they are 

watching it and if they see clay, they will change it out.  He said there are a few 

places left in the Township where there is clay and easy to get to.  The rest would 

probably be very difficult to get to and too costly to do it unless there is an actual 

issue.  Mr. Mouer said he can confidently say that the Township is at 85%-90% 

plastic overall.  Mr. Heimbecker thought this was good news.  Mr. Mouer said it will 

probably never be at 100%, but he also doesn’t feel it needs to be at 100%.  For any 

new development like B. Braun, they are pulling out the clay and replacing with 

plastic.  It is happening.       

 

 As a follow-up, if Council recalls Grove Road after the new Municipal Building was 

being built, the road out front needed to be redone.  The professional argument that 

took place was should the Township do a full depth or mill and overlay.  Fred Hay, 

the previous Township Engineer, wanted to mill and overlay it and the Township 

thought it should be full depth because the subbase wasn’t right and there is no curb 

over there on that side.  By the end of discussions, mill and overlay won.  Mr. Mouer 

said, here we are five years later, as he discussed with Mr. Garges, that it’s getting 

bad.  Due to the traffic that goes up and down Grove Road, it should have been full 

depth and there should have been curb put over there.  Mr. Mouer is bringing this up 

for comparison to Upper Postal Rd. where the Township did an FDR and used the 

cold and place with that project.  Everyone knows the traffic hitting that area and it is 

holding up incredibly.  Mr. Mouer just wanted Council to have this bit of information 

when deciding which way they wanted to go with the Troxell Street Area.   

 

Mr. Garges wanted Council to know that Mr. Mouer will be having knee surgery and will  

be out of the office for the next three weeks.  A discussion followed.        

 

5. Storm Water Issues 

 

 Mr. Heimbecker questioned that with all the work being done on Rte. 22, where does 

PennDOT take their water?  Mr. Mouer said it filters through our system.   

 

 Mr. Heimbecker asked Mr. Mouer how the Lake was doing.  Mr. Mouer said the 

Lake has been holding water and a lot of fish are being fished out of it.  He noted that 

here are a few that catch and release and then you have the other side that are walking 

out with buckets full of fish.  Mr. Mouer hasn’t heard from Travis with the Fish 

Commission.  Travis will be providing reports throughout the year.  Mr. Mouer asked 

a citizen if they saw anyone there from the Commission and he was told every now 

and then they come through.  A discussion followed.       

 

6. Fire Company Report (Written) 

 

7. Code Enforcement Report (Written) 

 

8. Treasurer’s Report (Written) 
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 Motion:   I move we accept the computer printouts dated May 15, 2019, for the  

           General Fund Account, Capital Reserve Account, Escrow Account, Liquid  

           Fuels Account, Sewer Account and Water Account subject to audit. 

 

 Paulus, Heimbecker:  Moved and Seconded 

 Heimbecker, Lawlor, Tocci, Woolley, Paulus:   Aye  Unan. 

 

 Mr. Garges asked Council if they’ve had a chance to look at the Summary Reports 

that have been provided to them, which include four months of data, including cash 

balances, interest and revenues and expenditures.  Mr. Tocci said it’s a lot cleaner and 

easier to review.   

 

9. Building Inspector’s Report (Written) 

 

Unfinished Business:  None. 

 

New Business: 

 

 1. Resolution 2019-34, Updating the Fee Resolution for Hanover Township (Vote) 

 

  Mr. Garges said this arose out of a discussion they had at the previous Council 

Meeting regarding the Recreational Facilities Policy.  When some of the changes 

were being made to Resolution No. 2019-34, Council will see the crossed-out 

numbers which represent the previous fees and the highlighted or bolded and 

underlined are the new fees.  Mr. Garges said the one thing to note they did find a 

couple of typographical errors from when they transitioned from the previous Fee 

Schedule to what was adopted at the beginning of 2019.  They went through it and 

updated and consolidated everything to make it more concise.  On page 5, a line item 

was added under Zoning for Request to Council.  This will have a $200 Application 

Fee and then to establish a $2,500 Escrow.  This is for any items that someone may 

wish to approach Council about, i.e. the Petition that Council reviewed at their 

previous Council Meeting.  This would be mainly to cover the administrative cost to 

open those applications and processing them.  The majority of changes regarded the 

parks.  Mr. Garges is asking Council for adoption of Resolution 2019-34.       

 

  Motion:  I move that Council adopts Resolution 2019-04, Updating the Fee  

     Resolution for Hanover Township, as presented by the Township  

     Manager.   

 

  Paulus, Woolley:  Moved and Seconded 

  Heimbecker, Lawlor, Tocci, Woolley, Paulus:  Aye  Unan. 

 

 2. Bill No. 2019-05, An Ordinance Amending Chapter 7, Section 716 of the 

 Statutory Code of Hanover Township to Permit Han-Le-Co Volunteer Fire 

 Company to Assign to Hanover Township Claims for Recovery of Haz-Mat 

 Cleanup and Other Costs (Introduce) 
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  Mr. Ulrich said this is basically to allow the claims from Han-Le-Co Fire 

Company to assign over to the Township for collection purposes with respect to Haz-

Mat itemized bills.  This will allow for an easier collection process on their part with 

respect to if they have to take it to some sort of billing or to litigation.  It allows the 

Township to step in to do the work as opposed to the Fire Department.  There was 

some disagreement between two prior Ordinances and this will clean that up.  Mr. 

Garges said for reference, if there is a motor vehicle crash and there is fuel that leaks 

to be cleaned up, the Fire Company, per the Township’s Code, bills the party that 

caused the spill.  They reach out to insurance companies and do some leg work if they 

don’t get a response or payment and then bring it to the Township and ultimately the 

Township Attorney’s office moves forward with collection of same.  Mr. Paulus said 

this is only if the Fire Company doesn’t get paid as a second step.   

 

 3. Bill No. 2019-06, An Ordinance Amending the Hanover Township Zoning 

Ordinance to Require a Permit for Certain Types of Devices, Signs and displays, to 

Limit Their Size and Limit Their Use to Periods of Between 30 and 120 Days, No 

more Than Four Times a Year With a Maximum of 120 Days in any Year and 

Authorizing Council to Establish the Permit Fees by Resolution (Introduce) 

 

  Mr. Garges said he worked with Mr. Eaton’s office on this.  The current Code 

does allow provisions for special promotional devices, i.e. sandwich boards on 

sidewalks, push signs in yards, and banners on buildings under No. 8 on the first page 

of Bill No. 2019-06.  Currently, it requires a permit from them and allows for up to 

120 days per year.  From a Zoning Ordinance enforcement standpoint, Mr. Garges 

has been running into that it doesn’t say how many signs.  In theory, anyone could 

come in to the Township, get a permit and say they want to put 30 signs on their 

property and Mr. Garges couldn’t deny the permit because the Township did not have 

anything for regulating that.  Mr. Garges said this will put some provisions in there 

and allow for up to five signs or a total of 40 square feet.  As an example, someone 

could put five eight square foot signs up or one 40 square foot banner up.  At least 

there would be some parameters established on what can be installed.  One of the 

worst offenders of this was GNC in the Airport Centers.  They would just plaster the 

place with signs.  If you have multiple users with numerous signs like in the Airport 

Centers, visually, it is not appealing.  Mr. Garges and Mr. Eaton worked on this 

Ordinance to try and put some parameters that would still allow the Township 

businesses to advertise but still be tasteful from a visual standpoint.  Mr. Heimbecker 

asked Mr. Garges where it quotes the five signs and the 40 square feet.  Mr. Garges 

read the language stating that, each permit shall allow the use of not more than five 

devices at any time with a maximum height of 20 feet and a maximum aggregate area 

of 40 square feet.  The Ordinance will still allow for a maximum of 120 days, but also 

added a minimum of 30 days so individuals don’t come in to the Township and get a 

three-day sign for every weekend of one entire year.  A discussed ensued.  Mr. 

Woolley questioned allowing 20 feet high signs.  Mr. Woolley suggested that the 

language be amended to clarify that the 20 feet is not free standing but on a side of a 

building.  Mr. Garges and Mr. Ulrich said they would work on changing the language 

to be clearer.    
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 4. Act 108 Notice – Authorization to Provide Legal Notice of the Adoption of 

Ordinance No. 2018-17, Amending the Zoning Classification of Lands East and West 

of Willowbrook Road (Vote) 

 

  Mr. Ulrich said that they received this from the person applying for it and they 

made a simple change to it.  Originally, it had Mr. Eaton’s name as the signatory on it 

and under the rules it has to come from Hanover Township’s Council.  Mr. Garges 

said he has never seen this Legal Notice before but there are provisions in the 

Municipalities Planning Code (MPC) that state once the Township adopted the 

Zoning Map change for Willowbrook Road there are certain legal time frames that 

allow for an appeal.  Mr. Ulrich said because of how the MPC is written, they have to 

give notice to take legal action within a certain period of time to object to something 

and that is what this Notice is.  Mr. Garges said this cuts the appeal period so any 

property owners that are putting plans in based off of this change after this date do not 

have to worry about appeals.   

 

  Motion:  I move that we adopt Act 108 Notice – Authorization to Provide Legal  

     Notice of the Adoption of Ordinance No. 2018-17, Amending the  

     Zoning Classification of Lands East and West of Willowbrook Road 

 

  Heimbecker, Lawlor:  Moved and Seconded 

  Heimbecker, Lawlor, Tocci, Woolley, Paulus:  Aye  Unan. 

 

Payment of Bills: 

 

Motion: I move Council authorize payment of Payroll (04/19/2019), Payroll 

05/03/2019); Voucher Nos. 24368-24382 (Prepaids), Voucher Nos. 

24383-24436, from the General Fund Account in the amount of 

$323,266.03; Voucher Nos. 167 from the Liquid Fuels Account in the 

amount of $5,289.41; Voucher Nos.4424 (Prepaid), Voucher Nos. 

4425-4429 from Capital Reserve in the amount of $54,569.00; 

Voucher Nos. 4773-4775 (Prepaids), Voucher Nos. 4776-4778 from 

the Escrow Account in the amount of $54,533.25; Voucher Nos. 4290 

(Prepaid), Voucher Nos. 4291-4295 from the Water Account in the 

amount of 55,258.55; Voucher Nos. 5737 (Prepaids), Voucher Nos. 

5738-5747 from the Sewer Account in the amount of $22,793.54 for a 

Grand Total Expenditure of $515,709.78.   

 

 Paulus, Woolley:  Moved and Seconded 

 Heimbecker, Lawlor, Tocci, Woolley, Paulus:   Aye  Unan. 

 

Mr. Heimbecker told Council that Larry Hawk on the Planning Commission had open  

heart double bypass surgery and he was grateful for the contributions that were made to  

his GoFundMe and enjoyed the basket from the Township.    

 

Courtesy of the Floor:    

 

Mr. Paulus said going back to the park study he would like to explain his vote.  At $4,000  

he would say yes, but at $40,000, he is saying no.  Mr. Heimbecker said he voted no  
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because anyone who stands before them and says they’ve been fairly successful and the  

Township won’t know for three years whether or not he’s been fairly successful is not  

worth $40,000 in his opinion.  He expected more excitement from the presenter.  Mr.  

Heimbecker said he may be good but his presentation was lacking.  A discussion  

followed.  Mr. Garges said his thoughts are that the Township may be missing out on an  

opportunity.  He feels that the Township needs to look to the future.  With the  

development pressure that the Township could be facing, especially with the request for  

apartments, having something like that in place and a developer comes in and says they  

want this, the Township will have a good tool if there shows a need for additional park  

space and to write it into an ordinance.  Mr. Garges is looking at it as a shift from just  

living year to year.  The Township has beautiful parks and a great system and the  

Township continues to upgrade them, but Mr. Garges looks at it more from a longer-term  

vision for the Township.  Mr. Garges said $40,000 is a large number, but the Township  

planned for it in this year’s Budget, anticipated it, and looks more at it like an investment.   

If the Township gets grants back, and they could get double the return on it, and the  

Township won’t know that yet.  It could be a win and that’s how Mr. Garges looked at it,  

researched it and presented it to Council.  Mr. Garges said ultimately Council needs to be  

comfortable with it.  Keystone Engineering referred Mr. Policelli’s firm to the Township.   

Mr. Garges felt that his demeanor is more of a reserved, humble gentleman.  When  

Mr. Garges met with him, he was comfortable with his record of 8-1/2-9 times out of 10  

that they are getting the grants.  Mr. Woolley said that when the Township applied for  

grants in the past, they were not successful in obtaining the grants.  Mr. Mouer felt that  

during his time with the Township, there should have been more grants applied for and  

they were not applied for.  Mr. Heimbecker said he feels that the Township Manager  

enjoys the full support of the Board and feels if he keeps bringing in individuals, they’ll  

eventually find the right fit.    Mr. Mouer said it’s a proven fact if you have a professional  

grant writer, you can get a lot of grants.  A discussion followed.   

 

Adjournment:   

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:58 P.M.   

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

  

      Christopher J. Garges 

       Township Manager 


