
  HANOVER TOWNSHIP, LEHIGH COUNTY 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

 

November 6, 2019  

7:30 P.M. 

   

Present: Councilmen Heimbecker, Lawlor, Paulus, Woolley; J. Jackson Eaton, III, 

Esquire; Al Kortze, P.E.; Vicky Roth; Josephine Romano 

 

Absent:            Councilman Tocci 

 

Attendance:      10 

 

Courtesy of the Floor:    

 

1. 1112 American Parkway, Noah Chrismer, KRE Group Apartments 

 

 Mr. Chrismer introduced himself to the Board and handed out packets to each   

 Board member.  He is the head of Planning and Entitlements for KRE Group.  Mr.  

 Chrismer gave a presentation.  At this time, Mr. Chrismer introduced Eric Kolar 

 with Patriot Equities, owners of the subject property and hopefully their partner in 

 the venture being shared with the Board this evening.  Mr. Chrismer gave a 

 description of who KRE is and gave some background regarding the site before 

 Council and discussed what they hope Council will take into consideration this 

 evening.  Mr. Kolar introduced himself to the Board and thanked them for giving 

 them time to make their presentation.  He is the President of Patriot Equities, a 

 Philadelphia-based development company who have owned and bought real estate 

 in approximately 19 different states across the country.  They’ve done over $2 

 billion in investment and own approximately 3 million square feet of structures.  

 They focus primarily on buying former corporate owned and occupied facilities 

 which is what brought them to Hanover Township, Lehigh County several years 

 ago.  Mr. Kolar gave a brief history of KRE and their vision regarding the future 

 of the subject property.  At this time, Mr. Chrismer gave some background on 

 KRE.  At this time, he and Rick Roseberry discussed the site, size of the site, the 

 infrastructure that is in place at the site and then transitioned to their idea for the 

 campus being proposed.  Mr.  Roseberry, a principal with Maser Consulting, 

 professional engineer and also a certified planner with the American Institute of 

 Certified Planners, introduced himself to the Board.  Mr. Roseberry said he’s been 

 working with Patriot Equities for five years and has been working with the KRE 

 Group since 2011, both reputable organizations.  At this time, Mr. Roseberry 

 spoke about the zoning of the property as Planned Industrial Office, which they 

 subdivided a few years ago and the lot in questions is 30 acres in size.  He 

 explained the proposed residential component to this property and why it would 

 be a good use since it is adjacent to other residential components.  This will act as 

 a great transitional use between the office and the adjacent residential property.  

 Mr. Roseberry gave a history of the development and the suitability of the site and 

 appropriate for the proposed use.  Mr. Chrismer mentioned that the number of 

 employees at the site are presently 2,000.  The original site was proposed for 

 5,000.  The site has become the headquarters for St. Luke’s.  Jen Peters, the 
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 Network Director for Real Estate at St. Luke’s, introduced herself to the Board.  

 She said St. Luke’s, several years ago, partnered with KRE and their team and 

 Patriot Equities to bring together all their administrative functions under one roof.  

 They were previously at about 12 locations throughout the Lehigh Valley.  Ms. 

 Peters said they are supportive of the KRE Group and their efforts.  They are a 

 great neighbor and feel that this proposed project would be a great live, work, 

 play for their employees as well as others.  Councilman Heimbecker addressed 

 Mr. Chrismer and said he had a question regarding Lot 3.  He wanted to know 

 how much acreage it was.  Mr. Chrismer replied that it is just north of 30 acres.  

 Mr. Chrismer said they looked at the proposed project as a campus and he 

 explained other projects similar to this one which they’ve been involved with.  He 

 stated they can maintain the viability and the value of the real estate of the 

 suburban office portfolio that KRE owns by adding amenities to the space.  KRE 

 has been heavily in the campus making of this new trend that is seeking to relook 

 at suburban office campuses and to create viable, long-term assets of them with 

 the amenities that today’s worker’s want, which is being able to work, to live, to 

 play and to dine in close proximity to each other rather than sit in their cars for 

 one hour every day to and from work.  They are focusing on college green layout 

 and gave comparisons in their presentation packets.  Mr. Chrismer gave an 

 explanation of what is being proposed for the site in question.  Councilman 

 Woolley asked if they are proposing to basically have housing for their employees 

 and Mr. Chrismer replied that yes, but also others from the community who are 

 generally professionals and in their 20s and 30s and increasingly, they’ve 

 provided an opportunity with elevator service buildings for empty nesters who 

 want to stay in the area.  These two ends of the barbell are the demographics they 

 most likely will be attracting.  Chairman Paulus asked Mr. Chrismer what the rent 

 range will be.  Mr. Chrismer replied that if they were to look at Madison Farms, 

 one of their other developments, the one-bedroom apartments which are 

 approximately 800 sq. ft. would fall somewhere in the range of $1,300-$1,400 per 

 month and a two-bedroom which is 1,100 sq. ft. falls in the range of $1,700-

 $1,800 per month.  They are luxury apartments with elevator service and the 

 grounds are kept lovely and they offer a full amenities package which includes a 

 club house and swimming pool.  If someone lives in one of their campuses, they 

 don’t need a fitness membership because they could go to the club house.  Mr. 

 Heimbecker commented that Mr. Roseberry, Engineer from Maser Consulting, 

 said the infrastructure was already in place and that there is sufficient water and 

 sewer.  Mr. Roseberry said regarding sewer, there is excess capacity from the site 

 from what is being used.  They still have to evaluate whether there will be 

 sufficient capacity for sewer for the property itself.  Mr. Roseberry said there is 

 water throughout the site.  It’s a 12” main all metered off American Parkway.  He 

 also thinks the roadway infrastructure off American Parkway is clearly 

 substantial.  Mr. Roseberry said they would handle all their stormwater on site as 

 Council can see on their packets with a retention pond.  They generally use them 

 as wet ponds creating a lovely feature but they also use them for the irrigation 

 system.  They are planning a green design, which they’ve done at a couple of 

 other developments and will be doing at Lehigh Hills.  At this time, they 

 discussed their product and why they think it’s a good fit and will profit our tax 

 base.  They realize that Hanover Township, Lehigh County, has done very well by 

 itself with their commercial rateables, both office, industrial and retail  (which is a 



Hanover Township, Lehigh County                                                   November 6, 2019 

Regular Council Meeting - 3 -  

 fabulous retail corridor), which is one of the things that attracted them to the site.  

 At this time, Jennifer Reitz addressed the Board to explain land use planning and 

 reiterated what makes this project unique and the right fit.  She also spoke about 

 the housing trends going on in the country.   Mr. Chrismer said that this concludes 

 their presentation but he would like to add that in 2015 when Mr. Kolar and his 

 group took over the subject property it was 15% occupied and through their 

 strong efforts, they have raised that occupancy to nearly full capacity.  He’s not 

 saying that without this project the place goes dark, but what he is saying is that 

 they have had experience with this trend and thinks it is the right move to ensure 

 the long-term viability of the office asset to produce new rateables and a new 

 excitable community in the Township.  It is the right transitional use for this 

 property and that they would be the right group to do it.  He feels their reputation 

 in the Lehigh Valley hopefully proceeds them.  Mr. Chrismer offered the Board a 

 tour of some of their properties if they would be receptive to that.  He would 

 make himself available anytime during the week or weekend to guide them on the 

 tour and also to walk the property on Lot 3.  It is sometimes easier to envision 

 something when you are standing there.  If it would be to the pleasure of the 

 Board and helpful to their thought process, they would also be willing to engage 

 in a fiscal impact analysis study which would be something that is done more 

 formal by a third party.  As mentioned by Ms. Reitz and Mr. Roseberry, they’ve 

 done a number of these overlays and would be happy to share a draft of what 

 something like that might look like so the Board can begin to maul it over and 

 have their professionals review it to see if it would be something they would be 

 comfortable with.  Mr. Paulus asked Mr. Chrismer if they are going to use 30 

 acres, how many acres would be left undeveloped?  Mr. Chrismer replied that the 

 entire property is approximately 140 acres, which would leave approximately 40 

 acres.  Mr. Paulus reiterated that if they are using 30 acres, 40 would still be for 

 development.  Mr. Chrismer replied yes and it would be on the other side of the 

 existing office building.  Mr. Woolley said his concern is the traffic.  He said they 

 are probably talking about 250 cars or more and Mr. Chrismer replied, yes.  Mr. 

 Woolley pointed out that if they ever drove the Township roads, they would see 

 that they are already a nightmare and he feels that by adding on more traffic he 

 doesn’t see how it would help anything.  Mr. Chrismer said they would be happy 

 to do a traffic study.  He said one very positive about this project is that this 

 project is countervailing.  If the site in question was developed to office or 

 industrial, they would have cars coming in or moving in the direction of all the of 

 the traffic presently.  This is countervailing traffic which means if folks aren’t 

 walking to work and in fact driving to the airport of somewhere else in the valley, 

 they would be going the opposite direction of traffic in the Township.  Relative to 

 a commercial use a residential use is certainly a lower impact traffic volume 

 generator then would be a commercial use.  Mr. Heimbecker said he would be 

 interested in seeing the engineering studies on the water and sewage because, as 

 everyone knows, the Township has a large FedEx warehouse and over the past 

 five years, the Township has been looking at their wells and water supply, the 

 allotment that the Township has from LCA.  Mr. Heimbecker said he does not 

 think 300 units will fit in there or under the current allotment.  Mr. Chrismer said 

 they would be happy to do a study of that as well.  Mr. Paulus asked Mr. Chrismer 

 to leave one of the packets for Councilman Tocci.  Mr. Paulus said if there are no 

 more questions, the Board will take it under advisement and get back to them.  
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 Mr. Paulus said it looks like a nice product, but they are asking to go into a PIO 

 zone and that is their stumble.  Mr. Paulus said if they would have walked in and 

 asked to put it in a Residential zone, they would have liked it.  At this time, Mr. 

 Kolar, owner of the property, addressed the Board and said that not only has he 

 taken the property from a very low occupancy to what it is today and trying to 

 compete in the original market.  He said obviously the Lehigh Valley doesn’t 

 have a strong office space like many other communities that they’ve owned and 

 developed in the greater suburban and Lehigh Valley area.  One of the challenges 

 they’ve had which gives them fresh momentum is that it is a low impact use for 

 them which helps.  Although they have approvals to do another 600,000 sq. ft. of 

 office, it will do a lot more on the traffic.  In a developer’s perspective, it is a 

 counter balance on the traffic.  It’s a new product where the young people want to 

 go and live.  They’ve seen this all around the country.  At this time, Mr. Kolar 

 gave research information on the matter.  He said most importantly when they 

 compete for office today the advantage they have and what has made them 

 successful is that building was built so far beyond your standard developer 

 property.  It is future proofed, a corporate headquarter.  The facility had 87 

 cameras with high ceilings, robust technology infrastructure and parking decks.  

 Mr. Kolar said you just can’t afford to do that today.  When they go to compete to 

 build a new building on that campus, which they are zoned to do and the rights to 

 do, they compete against the NIZ and the CRIZ and they can take numbers and 

 they can deliver a similar, brand new product, but they just can’t compete.  The 

 rest of the valley is left to compete for brand new buildings, the base would be 

 much higher and the Lehigh Valley is somewhat like a whack-a-mole.  There isn’t 

 a lot of new growth in the office market so when someone comes here, they leave 

 there.  Mr. Kolar said when he, as the owner and his team go to develop office 

 here, their competitive disadvantage is they have to build a brand new building at 

 today’s construction cost and then compete against an unfair battle against tax 

 advantage which this Township does not have.  He is not suggesting those tax 

 advantages are right and shouldn’t be in place, but they are.  Mr. Kolar said they 

 feel this would help generate some momentum on the campus.  It’s a great 

 compliment and will help them have more success in the balance of the campus 

 and achieve the rateables and things you like to leave under the current zoning.  

 Mr. Kolar said they appreciate the Board’s consideration.  Mr. Paulus asked Mr. 

 Kolar if he is prepared to say that if 30 acres of apartments go in it will be easier 

 to develop 40 acres?  Mr. Kolar replied, yes, that is what he is saying.  It will be a 

 brand-new office and nice looking.  He said they’ve been approached by 10 or 15 

 different developers, including the next-door neighbors.  They kept pushing them 

 off and came across this group and the quality and success that they had.  Mr. 

 Kolar main concern is the existing building that is there.  The last thing he wants 

 to do is put a giant warehouse there.  He can make money selfishly doing that, but 

 he would be devaluing his asset.  They thought if it’s not office easy, they have 

 plenty of ground for development and asked themselves if they build something 

 that compliments the existing structure.  He feels this is a better course of action 

 for them and still gives them a lot of extra ground to try and attract future 

 companies and future tenants to the property, whether they lose existing tenants 

 and need to refill or they get a chance to develop anew.  Developing new is tough 

 help, but not impossible.  They have no cost competitive advantage to do that 

 because they don’t have a lot of the tools that some of the surrounding 
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 communities use to sort of rob them of the opportunity.  That is their challenge.  

 They thought this would be a great way to create energy, create momentum and 

 bring a new product where people can live there and work there.  Since it is a new 

 product, it tends to attract younger people.   It’s priced in a point where you get 

 the right tenants in with low impact on the schools, the fire department and police 

 department.  The one benefit of being in 19 states is that you get to see the 

 benefits of this trend all across the country.  They see where it wins and where it 

 loses.  Mr. Woolley said he understands they will all be apartment buildings and 

 why not a mix?  The reason he asks is because the Township has a lot of 

 apartment vacancies at Allendale and Hidden Village and those are less expensive 

 than what is being proposed.  Mr. Kolar replied that what they have found in the 

 Lehigh Valley that they are offering a different product as discussed above.  Mr. 

 Woolley asked would most of the tenants travel into the City of Allentown?  Mr. 

 Kolar replied, certainly.  He said they’ve seen a lot of this product in King of 

 Prussia and you’re seeing the young people attracted to the amenities and new 

 design and convenience and they survive much better than the older generation 

 because the way it’s set up is how people live today.  By its very design, it has a 

 competitive advantage and you have to pay for that.  He feels people are willing 

 to pay extra to get all the extra amenities that are built into the new apartments.  

 He hires millennials every year and their office happen to be a suburban office 

 and they do reverse commutes out of the city.  They like the apartments and that 

 type of living.  They don’t own anything and rent everything and there’s a lot of 

 this trend happening.  Mr. Paulus thanked them for their well-informed 

 presentation. 

 

2. Tony Alkhoury introduced himself to the Board.  He is the manager for Able 

Rents at 211 Lloyd Street.  They received a high water and sewer bill.  After their 

investigation with the assistance of Jeff Mouer, Public Works Supervisor, they 

found that there was a leak.  He said not all the water goes to the building because 

water goes underground.  They had a leak between two buildings.  Mr. Paulus 

asked if the pipe broke and Mr. Alkhoury replied yes.  A discussion ensued 

regarding the differences in recent bills versus past bills.  Mr. Paulus asked Mr. 

Alkhoury if he knew that he had a leak before he received the sewer bill.  Mr. 

Alkhoury replied that they did not know beforehand.  He didn’t know anything 

was wrong until he received the sewer bill and it was higher than normal.  He said 

Mr. Mouer was a big help and found the water leak.  Mr. Paulus asked Mr. Mouer 

to explain what he did.  Mr. Mouer explained the process of reading the water 

meters and how they arrive at the fees.  He said he saw a high number associated 

with this property.  When they see a high number associated with a property and 

after they double check things it throws a flag for them.  You only have a high 

number if there is a leak or if it’s used.  This was odd and Mr. Mouer went down 

and started doing some snooping around and spoke to the property manager.  

After numerous phone calls and working with the manager and they hired a 

plumber, H.T. Lyons, collectively they found that service goes into the main 

building then after the meter it branches and goes to a garage that they use for 

storage for electric lifts.  In that garage, there are only faucets.  Between the main 

building and that garage, the underground line was leaking and they found 

because they were able to shut it on and off and you could tell.  The water was 

seeping into the ground.  This was happening for a decent amount of time.  At 
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some point, they would have seen an increase at the sewer meter at the end of the 

line also because 211 Lloyd is connected to the Township’s Station 2 which goes 

to LCA.  Mr. Mouer said they didn’t see anything out of the ordinary at that end.  

Since then, they have it completely turned off since they decided they did not 

need water in that building.  It’s not required for safety.  Mr. Mouer has upgraded 

their meter since.  Mr. Heimbecker asked Mr. Mouer if they are in danger of a 

sinkhole.  Mr. Mouer said there was no evidence of fresh cracking or nothing like 

that for now.  Mr. Paulus asked Mr. Mouer what he recommends if they knock the 

price back.  Mr. Mouer said they are responsible for the water side of it and the 

sewer side of it they can run with an average cost because they are consistent on 

that average since Able came in to that property.  To be fair, they should run their 

average with the sewer and maintain the water bill.  Mr. Mouer said he would 

have to look at what the average is.  He was not aware that Mr. Alkhoury would 

be coming to the Township Meeting this evening so he was not prepared.   

 

 Motion:  I move that the Jeffrey Mouer, Public Works Supervisor, figure out the  

     adjustment and bring it to Vicky Roth, Interim Township Manager, to  

     make the adjustment.   

 

 Heimbecker, Lawlor:  Moved and Seconded 

 Heimbecker, Lawlor, Woolley, Paulus:   Aye  Unan.     

 

Opening of Bids:  Troxell Street Neighborhood Curbing Project-Rebid 

 

Mr. Heimbecker asked for the record could they have a reason why the other bid was 

thrown out.  Al Kortze, Township Engineer, replied that with the bids there are certain 

requirements of documentation that had to be provided and in addition to the numbers 

they had to provide a bid bond and certificates of insurance and the original low bidder 

did not provide any of those other supporting documents as required in the bid.  It was 

thought that it would be unfair to accept that one when the other people had submitted 

everything that was required of them.  It was unfortunate because it was a tremendous 

price, but it would lead to concerns from the other bidders.  Mr. Heimbecker said what’s 

fair is fair. 

 

The bids were as follows: 

 

  Bidder           Bid 

Berg Construction, LLC 

P.O. Box 828, Morgantown, PA  19543  $220,675.00 

 

G&B Construction 

632 Davisville Rd., Willow Grove, PA 19090 $183,700.00 

 

H&P Construction, Inc. 

456 Oak Street, Kulpmont, PA 17834  $272,791.75 

 

T. Schiefer Contractors, Inc. 

3864 Old Easton Rd., Doylestown, PA 18902 $284,000.00 
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The Vanic Company 

2550 Crestline Drive, Hellertown, PA 18055  $177,400.00    

 

Mr. Paulus said the low bidder is The Vanic Company with a bid of $177,400.  Mr. 

Heimbecker asked if the Township is in receipt of the bid bond and the documents that 

were required.  Mr. Paulus said the Township won’t know until Mr. Kortze inspects it.  

Mr. Kortze said they would have to go through Pennbid to make sure.  Mr. Paulus asked 

Mr. Kortze what the bid was the first time.  Mr. Kortze thought it was $130,000. or 

$140,000.  Mr. Paulus asked if that same company rebid this time around and Mr. Kortze 

replied, no they did not.  Mr. Heimbecker said he thought it was $114,000.  It was very 

low.  Mr. Heimbecker said the reason he asked if they had their documents is because 

when they opened the paper bids, they got to see the bid documents.  Mr. Paulus said the 

other way they got to see what was there but with Pennbid, the Engineer has to research 

it.  Mr. Heimbecker asked if that’s an option on this bid package whether they get to see 

the supporting documents.  Mr. Kortze said unfortunately he is not an expert with 

Pennbid, but the information is in there.  Mr. Heimbecker said it’s expensive to rebid and 

it puts a lot of people through a lot of turmoil.  A discussion ensued.   

 

Motion:  I move the Township award the bid to The Vanic Company, 2550 Crestline  

    Drive, Hellertown, PA  18055 for the amount of $177,400 upon inspection and  

    approval by the Township Engineer.   

 

Paulus, Woolley:  Moved and Seconded 

Heimbecker, Lawlor, Woolley, Paulus:   Aye  Unan. 

 

Mr. Kortze said one of the pitfalls of a rebid is that everyone sees what the low and high 

bidders are.  The original low bidder which was Northeast came in at $133,300.  They did 

not take part in the rebid this time around.  Berg Construction LLC bid previously and 

their bid came in at $216,220 and the participated in the rebid and came in at $220,675 

which was higher by $4,000.  H&P Construction also bid originally at $448,000,000 and 

their rebid came in at $272,791.75, which came down considerably.  Mr. Paulus said they 

corrected their mistake, but still came in high.   

 

Approval of Minutes:  October 2, 2019 Regular Council Meeting 

    October 16, 2019 Special Council Meeting 

    October 16, 2019 Regular Council Meeting 

 

Motion:  I move that we waive the reading of the Minutes of October 2, 2019 Regular  

    Council Meeting and accept same as presented.   

 

Paulus, Lawlor:  Moved and Seconded 

Heimbecker, Lawlor, Woolley, Paulus:   Aye  Unan. 

 

Motion:  I move that we waive the reading of the Minutes of October 16, 2019 Special  

    Council Meeting and accept same as presented.   

 

Paulus, Heimbecker:  Moved and Seconded 

Heimbecker, Lawlor, Woolley, Paulus:   Aye  Unan. 
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Motion:  I move that we waive the reading of the Minutes of October 16, 2019 Regular  

    Council Meeting and accept same as presented.   

 

Paulus, Heimbecker:  Moved and Seconded 

Heimbecker, Lawlor, Woolley, Paulus:   Aye  Unan. 

    

Reports: 

 

1. Vicky Roth 

 Interim Township Manager 

 

 1. Mrs. Roth reported that a Zoning Heart Board meeting was held on October 24.  

The Applicant has property along Schoenersville Road.  Applicant was granted 

approval with conditions of providing calculations for runoff, screening from his 

neighbors, etc.   Applicant will work on a plan and bring it to the Township to be 

reviewed and determined whether indeed it will have to go before the Planning 

Commission.   

 

 2. Mrs. Roth said the Budget will be advertised with adoption slated for the first 

meeting in December.   

 

 3.  Mrs. Roth reported that Chris Spadaccia received his appointment with the 

Commonwealth as Emergency Management Director for Hanover Township.  He has 

met with Robin Yoder, previous Emergency Management Director, to review this 

transition.  Mrs. Roth gave Mr. Spadaccia the template for the Township/County EOP 

to begin.  Mr. Spadaccia is present at tonight’s meeting and would like to address the 

Board at this time.  Mr. Spadaccia reiterated that he met with Mr. Yoder this past 

Monday to review matters.  He and Mr. Yoder discussed possibly making Mr. Yoder 

his deputy.  Mr. Spadaccia referred to Han-Le-Co’s newsletter where it stated that 

Mr. Yoder has been the Coordinator since November, 1992 and in cleaning out some 

files, they came across a letter from the Governor appointing Mr. Yoder as the 

Coordinator in 1983.  Mr. Spadaccia said it’s been a very long time that Mr. Yoder 

has been a part of the Township serving as Coordinator for many years and as Fire 

Chief for 25 years.  At the fire station, they have a chief, assistant chiefs, captains and 

lieutenants.  At the Township, it would be himself as Coordinator and Mr. Yoder 

would be the deputy in case Mr. Spadaccia could not make a meeting or there is an 

incident where he is away and would have to travel back, Mr. Yoder could at least get 

things started.  Mr. Spadaccia said it’s similar to the continuity of government, i.e. if 

something happens to the Chairman, they have the Vice Chairman, etc.  If something 

were to happen to Mr. Spadaccia, he would then have a deputy to fall back on.  They 

discussed compensation for the deputy.  Mr. Yoder said he would do it without 

compensation, but Mr. Spadaccia does not feel good about that because his position is 

a stipend at $1,500 annually and he would like the deputy’s to be $750 with according 

to as the years would fluctuate.  Mr. Spadaccia is seeking Council’s approval to 

appoint Mr. Yoder his Deputy Coordinator.  A discussion ensued.  Mr. Paulus said he 

does not mind paying Mr. Yoder out of Mr. Spadaccia’s stipend which would have to 

be worked out between Mr. Spadaccia and Mr. Yoder, as long as Mr. Yoder goes 

through the same certifications that Mr. Spadaccia had went through.   Mr. Spadaccia 

said since they came across Mr. Yoder’s appointment letter, he emailed the County 
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and they are researching it since he was already appointed.  It would just be the 

process of making him the deputy.  Mr. Heimbecker said as long as there is no 

financial impact, he is in agreement to make Mr. Yoder the deputy.  The Board as a 

whole agreed.  Jackson Eaton, Township Attorney, said once they had it all worked 

out, Mr. Yoder would need to come back before the Board for a formal appointment.   

 

 4. Mrs. Roth said the Fire Company submitted to the Township their annual 

statement of their income and expenditures.  As Council is aware, per the Budget, 

once they present this to the Township, the monies Budgeted are released to them.  

Payment will be placed on November’s Bill List.   

 

 5. Mrs. Roth and Mr. Paulus have met to put something together for the ad for 

position of Township Manager.  Mrs. Roth submitted the ad to PSATS.  She expects 

it to be posted in the near future.  In her conversation with PSATS, other boroughs, 

etc. looks at their ads.  She believes the Township will get a lot of exposure through 

posting ad with PSATS.  The ad will run until the end of the year unless she is 

directed to pull it.  Mrs. Roth said all resumes will not come to the Township, but will 

go to the Chairman Paulus and then given accordingly to the Board members.  Mr. 

Paulus said PSATS isn’t a multi newsletter.  It goes online which is viewed everyday.  

He was told it circulates throughout the Commonwealth, but also goes further.  Mr. 

Paulus was also told that Monster and Indeed pull from the PSATS ads.  He feels the 

Township will get a lot of replies to the ad.  PSATS charges $200 for an ad, but since 

the Township is a member, our cost will be $100 to place the ad.  Mrs. Roth said the 

last time we ran an ad for Township Manager it was substantially higher.  Mr. 

Heimbecker asked if the Township has several months to fill the position.  Mr. Eaton 

said the time frame was increased in the Charter.  The consensus was that it was five 

months to fill the position.  Mr. Heimbecker’s concern is to fill the position as soon as 

possible and keep moving because the Township has hit a great stride and a lot has 

been accomplished in the last two years.  He doesn’t want things to slow down and 

lose momentum.  Mr. Paulus said the ad will run until December 31, but the position 

can be filled out before then depending on the applicants.  Mr. Woolley asked how 

long Christopher Garges, the previous Township Manager, was with the Township 

and Mr. Paulus replied 19 months.          

 

 6. Mrs. Roth announced that there will be an Open House on December 13 and she 

needs a count of who will be attending.   

 

 7. Mrs. Roth reported that there is a subdivision on Willowbrook Road as Council is 

aware of.  They met the criteria of the Township Engineer and hopefully with that 

they will be coming before the Board at their next meeting in November so this can 

get completed.   

 

 8. Mrs. Roth said she has a draft version for the Allentown Comprehensive Plan.  

The Board can stop by the Township building to review it if they so wish.  This is the 

standard.  Every time a municipality changes or updates the plan, they send it to the 

surrounding municipalities to review.  Mr. Kortze has reviewed it.  Mr. Kortze said it 

is very much Allentown centric.  They did not make many comments in there about 

the surrounding municipalities.  The one thing that may have an impact they 

suggested that the City of Allentown look at their zoning to possibly change some of 
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their zoning districts.  They didn’t go into specifics.  It was very blanket that they 

suggest that the zoning be updated.  Mr. Kortze said there is nothing within the report 

that he could see that would have an impact on Hanover Township.  They were 

discussing expanding bus routes from the northern section of Allentown which abuts 

Hanover Township expanding bus service to the airport.  It’s a Comprehensive Plan 

and didn’t have anything of substance that would have an impact on Hanover.  If it 

was a zoning update, Mr. Kortze feels it would have more impact on what could take 

place adjacent to our Township.           

 

2. Al Kortze, P.E. 

 Township Engineer 

 

 1.  Mr. Kortze said he had an update on the truck restriction signage on Lloyd Street.  

Back in October, Mr. Kortze put together another email to the sign permit manager at 

PennDOT asking them to reconsider the idea of putting signage on Airport Road.  He 

respected Mr. Kortze’s request but said that they feel the signage isn’t necessary on 

Airport Road.  Mr. Kortze responded back to him indicating that he’d like to have a 

meeting with him on site just to go over with him where he thinks the signage would 

be visible by placing it on Lloyd Street.  Mr. Kortze has not heard back from him.  

Once he hears back from him on dates and times to meet at site, Mr. Kortze will let 

Council know in case they want to meet with them as well.    

 

 2. Mr. Kortze reported that the digital speed limit signs have come in.  The permit to 

PennDOT was submitted on the 23rd of October.  Mr. Kortze said they should hear 

something back in the next couple of weeks.  He said that in the permit request, Mr. 

Kortze noted seven streets that the signs could be placed at, i.e. Taft, Postal, Irving, 

Lloyd, Marcon Blvd., Grove and Troxell.  They can be interchanged on any of these 

seven streets once the Township receives their permit.     

 

 3. Regarding the D&L Trail estimate.  Before Chris Garges, former Township 

Manager left, he had asked Mr. Kortze to come up with a rough estimate for 

extending the trail.  He noted it is for approximately one mile.  Mr. Kortze didn’t 

verify that so he based it off of roughly 5,200 feet and it’s a combination of clearing, 

grubbing, shaping and compacting the existing trail base.  There are two four-inch 

layers of stone of different gradation that they put on there.  Mr. Kortze also noted 

some trail markers and fencing.  He came up with a total estimate including a 10% 

contingency at about $95,000.  Mr. Kortze said $75,000 was put in the Budget, but 

from previous experience he is looking at something more along the lines of $95,000.  

A discussion ensued.  Jeff Mouer, Public Works Supervisor, said that this estimate is 

needed because they are working with D&L for possible funding from them.   

 

Mr. Heimbecker asked if either the Manager or Engineer will be attending the Barrister’s  

Club meeting next Tuesday, November 12.  It is the Future Lehigh Valley Regional Plan  

with the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission and consortium of professional  

organizations.  Mrs. Roth asked Mr. Heimbecker if he knew what time the meeting is  

since she has a conflict at noon on November 12.  Mr. Heimbecker said the event starts at  

3:30 p.m. with a presentation from 4:00 – 5:00 p.m. followed by a mixer.  Mr.  

Heimbecker said if neither one can attend, he will try to attend on behalf of theTownship.   

Mr. Kortze said he will check.  Keystone Consulting is a sponsor of the event so he may  
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be going.   

 

Mr. Heimbecker said he read Ryan Christman’s letter to the unsuccessful bidder but he  

wanted it read on to the record as to why and Mr. Kortze said he hopes he did not  

contradict him.  Mr. Heimbecker said he did not.   

 

Mrs. Roth said she will try to make herself available for 3:30 p.m. for the Barrister’s Club  

meeting.       

    

3. J. Jackson Eaton, III, Esquire 

    Township Attorney 

 

 1. Mr. Eaton said Council should have received his memorandum regarding 

Chestnut Grove.  He doesn’t feel anything needs to be done but he wanted Council to 

be aware that he responded since it was a community matter.       

 

 2. Mr. Eaton said there has been a longstanding process trying to get the capacity 

transfer for sewer capacity from Hanover to Allen Township not from the lot in 

Hanover Township, but it is still a lot from the first approval that is up in Allen 

Township.  It’s been signed by everyone and Allen Township is holding it until 

Rockefeller pays the transfer fee.   

 

 3. Mr. Eaton reported that the service agreement for Willowbrook Road in the 

winter has been seen and approved by Council and sent out to Rockefeller and are 

awaiting receipt of that.         

 

Unfinished Business:  None. 

 

New Business: 

 

 1. Resolution No. 2019-40, A Resolution Authorizing an Open House for 

Recognition and Appreciation for Service Rendered (Vote) 

 

  Motion:  I move we approve Resolution No. 2019-40, A Resolution Authorizing  

     an Open House for Recognition and Appreciation for Service Rendered  

     and accept same as presented.   

 

  Paulus, Woolley:  Moved and Seconded 

  Heimbecker, Lawlor, Woolley, Paulus:   Aye  Unan. 

 

 2. Resolution No. 2019-41, A Resolution Appointing an Interim Manager and an 

Interim Township Clerk (Vote) 

 

  Motion:  I move we approve Resolution No. 2019-41, A Resolution Appointing  

     Vicky Roth, Interim Manager and Josephine Romano, Interim Township 

     Clerk as presented.   

 

  Paulus, Heimbecker:  Moved and Seconded 

  Heimbecker, Lawlor, Woolley, Paulus:   Aye  Unan.  
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3. Mascaro Garbage/Recycling Contract (Review and Discussion) 

 

 Mr. Paulus said it’s time if the Township in the first two years wants to opt in 

themselves or after that it has to be both parties.  Since the Township has signed the 

contract, all their fees have gone through the roof because China no longer accepts 

recyclables.  Mr. Paulus feels it would be a wise move to extend for another year at 

this point and time.  The entire Board agreed.  Mrs. Roth said the Township has to 

notify Mascaro 90 days prior to the expiration of the current contract.  Mrs. Roth said 

she does not want this to slide by with the end-of-year and why she is bringing it to 

the Board’s attention.  A discussion ensued.   

 

 Motion:  I move that we extend the Mascaro Garbage/Recycling Contract for one  

          year.   

 

 Paulus, Lawlor:  Moved and Seconded 

 Heimbecker, Lawlor, Woolley, Paulus:    Aye  Unan.  

 

Courtesy of the Floor:   None. 

 

Adjournment:   

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 P.M.   

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

  

      Vicky Roth 

      Interim Township Manager 

 


