
  HANOVER TOWNSHIP, LEHIGH COUNTY 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

 

July 3, 2019  

7:30 P.M. 

   

Present: Councilmen Heimbecker, Lawlor, Paulus, Tocci, Woolley; J. Jackson 

Eaton, III, Esquire; Al Kortze, P.E.; Vicky Roth 

 

Absent:            Christopher Garges 

 

Attendance:      1 

 

Courtesy of the Floor:   None. 

 

Approval of Minutes:  June 19, 2019 Regular Council Meeting 

 

Motion:     I move we waive the reading of the Minutes of the June 19, 2019   

       Regular Council Meeting and accept same as presented.   

 

Paulus, Lawlor:  Moved and Seconded 

Heimbecker, Lawlor, Tocci, Woolley, Paulus:   Aye  Unan. 

 

Reports: 

 

1. Vicky Roth, Township Clerk 

    For Christopher J. Garges 

   Township Manager 

 

 A. Ms. Roth said Council was given via email a copy of the Township’s Five-Year 

Capital Program and the hearing is coming up on July 17, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. followed 

by the Regular Council’s Meeting at 7:30 p.m.  

 

 B. On June 19, 2019, Mike Leondi from the Rockefeller Group gave an update 

regarding the construction.  Mr. Garges has reached out to PennDOT and they have 

confirmed the Airport Road widening from the Air Products hangar south to Rt. 22, 

which was scheduled to be let on June 5 of this year, has been pushed back to 

December 12 of this year which puts the construction timeframe to begin in the spring 

of 2020.  Councilman Heimbecker asked if they gave a reason for this.  Mrs. Roth 

said this is PennDOT and she didn’t know what the reason would be.   

   

 C. Mrs. Roth asked Council for authorization to place the 2001 Utility Truck on 

Municibid.  Mr. Jeff Mouer, Public Works Supervisor, feels he would hopefully get 

in excess of $5,000.00.   

 

 Motion:  I move that Council gives authorization to place the 2001 Utility Truck on  

          Municibid.   

 

 Paulus, Woolley: Moved and Seconded 



Hanover Township, Lehigh County                                                   July 3, 2019 

Regular Council Meeting - 2 -  

 Heimbecker, Lawlor, Tocci, Woolley, Paulus:   Aye  Unan.     

 

 D.  Mrs. Roth said Council will find in their packet the LCATO, which is the Lehigh 

County summer convention that is being held on Friday, August 7.  If anyone wishes 

to attend, please let Mr. Garges know so tickets can be purchased.    

 

 Chairman Paulus reported on the fence at the AMC Movie Theater.  He inspected it 

himself and it has been repaired and looks good.   

 

2. Al Kortze, P.E. 

 Township Engineer 

 

 A.  As Council is aware and has been previously discussed, any of the Troxell Street 

paving work would be put off until 2020.  There was some discussion with Mr. 

Garges, Mr. Mouer and Mr. Kortze’s office regarding what road project could be 

done this year that is something that had been anticipated and would be needed.  They 

came up with the Irving Street mill and overlay which would extend from the 

Hanover, Allentown line north to just about 50 feet beyond the Rt. 22 overpass, 

approximately 3,500 lineal feet.  The area north of that had been done a few years ago 

and the preliminary cost estimate is around $280,000.  This would be by 

recommendation of the Township Manager, Mr. Mouer and Mr. Kortze’s office.  If 

this is something that the Board wishes to go through this year and doable this year, 

Mr. Kortze would request a motion to authorize his office to prepare the specs and set 

it up for advertising.   

 

 Motion:  I move Council authorize Keystone Consulting Engineers to prepare the  

          specs for the Irving Street mill and overlay project estimated at a cost of  

          $280,000.   

 

 Paulus, Woolley:  Moved and Seconded 

 

 Councilman Tocci asked when they anticipated having this project done.  Mr. Kortze 

replied that they could have it out to bid and awarded possibly at the first meeting in 

August or even second meeting in August, which would place the project beginning 

in late September.  Once they got started, they could have the mill and overlay done 

in two to three days and the paving done in two to three days.  They will also have 

traffic control in place so there isn’t any major traffic disturbance.  There will be 

closures for certain periods of time and a detour plan would be prepared and be taken 

into consideration with the bid.  Mr. Kortze said a mill and overlay can go fairly 

quickly and it should still be good weather conditions through October.  He 

anticipates it getting done before the end of October.  Mr. Heimbecker asked if this 

would be a condition on the bid.  Mr. Kortze replied, yes, they probably would put in 

the bid a 45-day window on a project like this.  It’s a straightforward project.  At this 

time, Mr. Kortze described the particulars of the job.  Mr. Heimbecker wanted to 

know if it would hurt smaller companies by putting a time limit in the bid.  Mr. 

Kortze replied, no.  He didn’t think smaller companies would bid on this type of job.  

It would have to be a decent sized paving operation that has the milling equipment.  A 

lot of the smaller companies don’t have milling machines.  They would have to rent 
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them and that would probably shoot their numbers out where they wouldn’t be 

competitive.   

 Heimbecker, Lawlor, Tocci, Woolley, Paulus:   Aye  Unan. 

 

 B. Mr. Kortze provided Council, for their review, with a list of properties within the 

Troxell neighborhood that would need to have curb replaced which includes the 

driveway aprons.   There was one tree on Clarence that they thought would need to be 

removed but decided that was not necessary.  There won’t be any trees that need to be 

removed.  The project consists of moving old curbing and replacing it with new 

curbing during the temporary paving restoration.  Mr. Heimbecker asked what the 

projected cost would be so they can inform the residents properly.  At this time, a 

discussion and overview of project ensued.  Mr. Eaton said Council had decided that 

the work would be done and then residents’ properties would be assessed.  Mr. 

Garges had asked Mr. Eaton to look into this process and whether or not this could be 

done.  Mr. Eaton said this cannot be done.  The Township must give the residents an 

opportunity to do it on their own.  The state law that goes back to the 1800s and still 

on the books today verbatim since 1891.  The rule is that you have to give notice to a 

resident to repair the sidewalk or their curb and if they choose not to do it then the 

Township can proceed and assess them.  Mr. Eaton said you can also send a notice 

out with your costs and ask for a waiver from the residents and then not go through 

the waiting period.  There are ways to speed it up, but you cannot do a project where 

you do it and not give the residents an opportunity to do it themselves and assess 

them.  Mr. Eaton said the Township can do it themselves, but then they cannot assess 

the resident if they weren’t given the notice and opportunity to do it themselves.  Mr. 

Tocci asked Mr. Eaton how long does the resident have to do it themselves after the 

notice is given to them.   Mr. Eaton responded that there is no provision in the law for 

that.  You just have to give them notice.  It would have to be something reasonable.  

A discussion ensued regarding how the Township will proceed.  Mr. Eaton said Mr. 

Garges has already started putting together payment plans to offer to residents.  Mr. 

Eaton, Mr. Garges and Mr. Kortze will work together on putting together a letter, 

brief specification and notice to residents.     

     

3. J. Jackson Eaton, III, Esquire 

 Township Attorney 

 

 Mr. Eaton said his items are included on the Agenda.    

 

Unfinished Business:  None. 

 

New Business: 

 

 1. Resolution No. 2019-35, A Resolution Authorizing the Transfer of 10,000 GPD 

 of Sewer Capacity at the Catasauqua Waste Water Treatment Plant from Hanover 

 Township to Allen Township (Vote) 

 

  Mr. Eaton said they’ve been discussing this subject for some time.  This is part of 

 Lots 4 and 5, which are part of the FedEx subdivision not the FedEx project.  The 

 agreement with Rockefeller is if they buy sewer capacity for something other than 

 the FedEx project, they have to pay for that at the Township’s allocation rates.   
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 Mr. Eaton said initially what he thought they were requesting was a 50,000 gallon 

 per day amount that they represented they needed for the entire subdivision.  They 

 only took half of that essentially for FedEx and Mr. Eaton thought what they were 

 requesting was the other half.  That was wrong and FedEx came back and the 

 Township amended that Ordinance once for a new amount and there was a 

 miscommunication there so then it had to be amended again for the amount of 

 4,200 gallons per day, which is finally what they wanted rather than 24,000.  

 When this went to Catasauqua, there was a disagreement as to what the capacity 

 was at the plant.  Several months of negotiations went back and forth regarding 

 how to deal with that.  That all happened because there was a sewer module for 

 the new development at 50,000 gallons which was signed and the Township 

 signed with respect to transmission not with respect to capacity.  The Township 

 transferred only 25,500 gallons.  Catasauqua, since they got a sewer module for 

 50,000 gallons assumed the Township’s capacity was marked down to 50,000 

 gallons resulting in disputes on what happened, what the law was, whether the 

 Township was bound by a sewer module when all they signed off on was 

 transmission.  Ultimately, there was agreement that Rockefeller would take 

 10,000 gallons now and then three years from now there would be a review of 

 what they were actually using.  They could then give back the capacity they did 

 not need and release all their rights they had under the sewer module.  Mr. Eaton 

 said rather than amend the old Resolution again, which has been amended several 

 times, what this does is rescind the old Resolution.  It provides that in this 

 Resolution, the Township is transferring 10,000 gallons, even though the old 

 amounts were authorized by Resolution but were never transferred because there 

 was always a dispute.  This Resolution will transfer the 10,000 gallons and they 

 will pay $6.25 per gallon, $62,000.  If there is a reallocation in the future, the 

 Township will reimburse whatever the amount is at the same rate.   

 

  Motion:  I move Council adopt Resolution No. 2019-35, A Resolution   

     Authorizing the Transfer of 10,000 GPD of Sewer Capacity at the  

     Catasauqua Waste Water Treatment Plant from Hanover Township to  

     Allen Township as presented.   

 

  Heimbecker, Lawlor:  Moved and Seconded 

  Heimbecker, Lawlor, Tocci, Woolley, Paulus:  Aye  Unan. 

 

Courtesy of the Floor:   None. 

 

Adjournment:   

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:52 P.M.   

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

  

      Vicky Roth 

      Township Clerk 

 


